
Minutes of MSBOA Meeting 

11/18/2018, Horgan Skating Rink, Auburn 
 

ATTENDANCE 

Board 25 – none 
Board 26 – Bill Loftus 
Board 27 – Mike Hammond, Rich Antonelli, Dave Engelson, Jack Doyle 
Board 28 – Mike Churchill 
Board 30 – none 
Board 31 – Jeff Rivet, Brian Page 
Board 44 – Lou Levine 
Board 54 – Peter Hansen, Ron Scarbrough 
Board 95 – Jon Lowe, John Rafferty 
Board 130 – Bill Boutilier 
Board 152 – none 
Board 175 – Nick Castellone 
Board 208 – Larry Machione, Ron Martel 
 

Call to Order – Meeting was called to order by President Larry Machione at 10:00am. A moment of 
silence was held in remembrance of those who had passed since our last meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes – An error in the minutes from September was noticed – incorrectly identifying 
Dave Engleson as Dave Engelman. The Secretary will update those minutes. A motion was made by 
Peter Hansen to approve the minutes with that change, seconded by Rich Antonelli. The motion was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Fall Convention Committee Report – Co-Chairman Rich Antonelli thanked all of the people and 
Boards who stepped up to the plate to make this Convention a success. Rich and Co-Chair Mike 
Hammond each reported, as did IAABO Executive Committee member Ron Martel,that nothing but 
praise and compliments were received from IAABO and others about the convention. 
 
Jack Doyle spoke to the efforts that went into the Ad Book, and that it was the largest one in IAABO’s 
meeting history. After IAABO’s expenses came out, we are receiving nearly $4,800 from IAABO for 
the Ad Book alone. One source of frustration was that there were two boards in the state that did not 
contribute any advertisements to the Ad Book at all. This is a source of concern and something that 
would need to be addressed the next time that Massachusetts hosts this event. Larry thanked Jack 
Doyle for his efforts in pushing the need for ads to the boards. 
 
Larry also expressed his thanks to the many Boards and individuals who did yeoman’s work in getting 
everything together for this convention, and working in the Hospitality Room. Special thanks went out 
to Board 27 for the large number of members who came and helped out. The financials for the 
Convention were distributed and reviewed by all members. The net income after all expenses and 
revenue were tallied up was $7,800.  
 
Life Membership Committee – Chairman Mike Hammond reported that Rich Antonelli of Board 27 
was selected by the IAABO Life Membership Committee to receive the award of IAABO Life 
Membership at the April meeting in Atlantic City. Both Mike and Jack spoke to how difficult the 



process is to be considered for this honor and that all levels of service are very important to putting a 
potential candidate forward, as there are only 5 slots available to the Life Membership each year 
unless the IAABO President is not already a Life Member.  
 
Mike stated that all applications need to be fully filled out and submitted to him by April 1st for 
consideration for this year. The application is available on the IAABO Website in the Secretaries 
section. 
 
Nomination Committee – Chairman Jon Lowe reported that the Nominations Committee is looking 
for members who are interested in serving in the positions available. This year we will be nominating 
an Interpreter and a Secretary-Treasurer for 3 year positions, as well as a Vice President. In the past 
the Vice President has been done in a rotating fashion in order to give all boards the opportunity to 
have a member serve as President of IAABO. It was noted that forcing someone to serve just 
because it is their board’s turn, rather than having someone with the desire and passion to serve, 
may not be in the best interest of the MSBOA. Our bylaws state that the position must be rotated 
among the boards, but it does not specify that it must follow a specific sequence. 
 
Jon instructed the Secretary to notify all IAABO Boards in the state of the open positions and that 
they also be posted on the State Board Website, along with the job descriptions. All nominations are 
due by April 1st to Jon Lowe, and all nominations should also be copied to the State Board Secretary. 
 
State Board Website – Secretary Mike Churchill reported that a multitude of updates have been 
going into the State Board Website, and the goal given by Larry is to have all relevant information 
available on there. The next items being added are a list of all past State Board Presidents and 
Secretaries. Please let your board members know that this is a resource for them to use as they see 
fit. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – The current balance in the checking account is $20,941.52 and the balance in 
the Savings Maximizer is $1,886.00. The majority of the money that was in the savings account was 
transferred into the checking account prior to the convention to cover any expenses we incurred. 
Typically we try to keep approximately $10,000 in the savings account in order to garner the higher 
interest rate, but the Secretary wanted the board to approve the transfer before the money was 
moved back over from the checking account. As the membership was in agreement to continue this 
practice, the money will be transferred accordingly. 
 
Peter Hansen asked about the $3 checking service fee that we were being assessed monthly. This 
fee is assessed by our Bank in order to have the check images provided. It was suggested by the 
membership that our Bank be contacted and told that either this fee should be waived or we should 
consider a new banking institution. The Secretary will handle this communication and report back in 
January. 
 
Special Olympics – Jack spoke for Babe Grady in regards to the Special Olympics. Last season 
there were scheduling difficulties and shortages of officials at key spots during the events. Some of 
the boards provide large numbers of officials and cover multiple courts, while others struggle to 
provide any coverage at all. It was discussed that while some boards require their new members to 
serve Special Olympics, it is not done everywhere.  
 
Lou Levine moved that a policy directive be initiated by the MSBOA that all first year officials must 
serve in the Special Olympics or they cannot be members in good standing of the MSBOA. The 
motion was seconded by Rich Antonelli. A friendly amendment was offered to allow officials to 
participate in their first two years, but this amendment was not accepted. The restated motion was 
discussed and voted on by the membership. The final vote was 10-1 affirmative with 1 abstention. 
Larry directed the Secretary to send this notice, once drafted, to all boards to be in effect beginning 
this season. 



 
MSBOA- Past, Present, Future – Larry spoke to the future of the MSBOA and our involvement in 
leading our regional boards. He opened the floor up to suggestions as to how the proceeds from the 
convention should be used for the MSBOA. It was reported that last time we hosted in Myrtle Beach, 
we provided an offset of the MSBOA dues for the following year. With the state running just under 
2,500 officials, we would be looking at approximately $7,500 in revenue that would be offset if we did 
this.  
 
A suggestion was offered that we may want to set some of this money aside for a future convention, 
or for covering the cost of a statewide clinic such as the Fox Clinic. Brian Page from Board 31 
suggested that perhaps the MSBOA should consider using some of this money to create advertising 
either TV or Radio to use for recruiting efforts state wide. Our boards are beginning to age and new 
methods of reaching out and recruiting is important for long-term viability. 
 
Rich Antonelli also stated that we need to do a better job as a state board in providing information 
about what is done for the local boards at our meetings. Rich asked that our Mission Statement be 
placed onto the front page of the State Website and the Secretary will have that done. 
 
Larry asked that everyone continue to brainstorm ideas as to what we should do, and for this 
conversation to continue at the January meeting. 
 
IAABO Rep Ron Martel – Ron reported that a lack of communication has been occurring in providing 
information back to the MSBOA, and ultimately our local boards, as to what is going on with IAABO. 
Some of this has been due to a lack of controversy/complexity and that times like this can lead to a 
feeling of apathy. He asked that we all refocus our energies into being effective leaders and conduits 
for information in both directions. 
 
Ron reported that the majority of the focus recently with the IAABO Executive Committee has been 
on the job description and search for a new Executive Director to take over when Tom Lopes retires 
this year. He reported that the job was offered to and accepted by Felix Addeo of Board 33 in New 
Jersey. It will be an initial 2 year contract starting on July 1st, and Donnie Eppley will continue to serve 
in his role with IAABO as well. 
 
Ron also noted that there continues to be a strained relationship between IAABO and the IAABO 
Foundation. These are separate entities with significant overlap (clinics and camps especially). The 
Executive Committee is continuing to work on ways to strengthen this relationship.  
 
Additionally, there is a possibility of the CBOA merging with IAABO at the Spring Meeting and these 
discussions are ongoing. The advantage to CBOA is the insurance program we have currently, and 
IAABO would gain approximately 800 additional members with this merger. This is critical as there 
are potential areas where IAABO is losing traction and possibly membership, such as Georgia and 
Ontario, and some ongoing discussion have occurred in Maine as well. 
 
Other major items of note are a new program being rolled out for interpreters to use online for 
reviewing and distributing plays, and putting up the IAABO University program to allow potential 
future members to take the written/book part of the training course online. 
 
Finally, Ron wanted to address some misinformation that occurred during the Fall Convention. A 
member of Board 84 had been discussing the possible future elevation of Ron through the chairs and 
that Rhode Island, where Ron first begin in IAABO, would be interested in hosting the convention the 
year he becomes President, should it happen. There were some questions that arose about Ron’s 
allegiance to Board 208 and MSBOA as opposed to Board 84. This all occurred without direct contact 
with Ron at the Convention, as he had to leave on Saturday, and it caused a lot of hard feelings.  
 



Ron stated that he has, and always will, be a firm supporter of the MSBOA, Board 208 and clearly 
stated his desire to be represented by the MSBOA hosting his potential Presidential Convention in the 
future. Rich Antonelli stated that he had no desire to run against Ron for his position on the Executive 
Committee as was reported in some secondhand information. Jack spoke that Ron may need to step 
forward and show some additional support and leadership during MSBOA events, and that some of 
the hard feelings may have stemmed from his perceived absence during these events. Ron felt that 
as many others had stepped up, he felt that his involvement may not have been desired, but that he 
will look for these opportunities in the future. 
 
MIAA Update and Interpretation Session – Interpreter Bill Boutilier reported that the rule changes 
discussed in Hyannis were approved by the Basketball Committee but now must be elevated to and 
approved by the MIAA leadership and should come next year. The major change for this year that 
was approved by the MIAA was that our officials are NOT to participate in “fist bumping” with players 
and coaches following a contest. A slide and email with this information will be sent to all boards once 
it is received. Essentially, once the first player in each line gets to the end of the line, we are to leave 
the court. If we stay and participate, we are NOT in compliance. The MIAA will also include this in 
their preseason notice to all officials. On a side note, if the AD or site administrator tells us not to stay, 
then we don’t. If we are told otherwise by an AD, we should not do so and should notify Bill 
immediately so it can be addressed. 
 
Some tournament guidelines that were “unwritten policies” have now been put into writing by the 
MIAA as well. This includes all games to be done by three officials, who must have done 10 varsity 
games with demonstrated ability in a three person setting. These officials must be certified with a 
background check by the MIAA, may only do 5 total games in a section, and cannot have the same 
team twice. All sectionals must have one official from each team’s list on the floor. All state Finals will 
be 3 neutral officials, and an official who works a sectional final cannot work a State semi. If an official 
works a State semi, they cannot work a final. Lastly, in even years the state semis will be 1 West 
Official, 2 Central Officials, 2 South Officials and 1 North Official per game. In odd years these will 
switch the other way. 
 
Candidate’s Classes – Each board reported on their numbers from this year and the numbers are 
lower than last season, although about half of the candidates statewide are in their mid-30’s or 
younger, which bodes well. 
 
Next Meeting – Larry reported the next meeting would be held on Sunday, January 27th at Horgan 
Arena in Auburn at 10:00AM. 
 
Adjournment – With no other business to conduct, a motion was made by Nick Castellone and 
seconded by Jon Lowe to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned 
at 12:14pm. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Michael Churchill, Secretary-Treasurer 

MSBOA Board 15 


